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 With t h e  re c e n t  gr o w t h 
exp erien c e d in the Pullm an 
community, the City Council has 
requested that the planning 
d e p a r t m e n t  r e v i e w  t h e 
configuration of the city’s existing 
urban growth area.  The urban 
growth area is defined as the 
property into which the city expects 
to grow over a certain time frame 
(usually 20 years).   
 This process of reevaluating 
urban growth boundaries raises 
questions about the best means to 
a c c o m m o d a t e  a n t i c i p a t e d 
development in the area.  To help 
answer some of those questions, the 
Planning Commission conducted a 
public input session on June 27 
regarding the topic of community 

growth.  The session was attended 
by approximately 20 people, and 
seven of those individuals provided 
comments to the Commission.  Three 
of the presenters spoke on behalf of 
their organizations: League of 
Women Voters, Pullman Alliance for 
Responsible Development, and 
Pullman Pioneer Hill Association.  The 
remarks offered by the public during 
this meeting are summarized as 
follows: 
 
• the city is behind the times in 

taking care of its storm water 
runoff issues, but it ’s good that 
the city is currently addressing 
this matter with the help of a 
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CITIZENS PROVIDE COMMENTS ON COMMUNITY GROWTH  

The city is currently reevaluating the limits of its urban growth area.�
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consultant 
• offer a variety of transportation modes to 

ac cess neighborhoods, parks, and business 
areas, including motor vehicles, public 
transportation, walking, and bicycling with 
the goal of reducing driving time and fuel 
c o nsu m p t i o n ;  p ro v i d e  p e d es t r i a n 
connections whenever possible (e.g., paths 
at the end of cul-de-sacs) 

• create development patterns that are 
contiguous and well-connected with the 
current city limits rather than spread out with 
randomly placed suburbs 

• development in the Pullman-Moscow 
corridor is tempting since no new major road 
needs to be developed, but it is located far 
from any residential neighborhood; eac h 
business placed there increases travel time 
and threatens the viability of both Pullman 
and Moscow as well as the rural feel of our 
towns; evaluate potential development in 
the corridor with a very critical eye 

• plan for adequate park and open space 
within the city since our parks are well used; 
with continued development, more will be 
needed; well placed parks can also help with 
flood control and water quality issues; the city 
should identify potential park land as it 
considers the urban growth area so the city 
can begin acquiring it in a timely manner 

• open the development process to citizen 
input as much as possible 

• develop the downtown into a stable area of 
prosperity before investing in other areas, as 
a prosperous downtown provides a strong 
economic base from which to grow and 
promotes a strong sense of community 

• promote compact growth over sprawl 
whenever possible, and conserve the rural, 
agricultural character of the region 

• as a community that has grown by less than 
3,500 people since 1980, it is important to 
realize that our community cannot handle 
large scale, invasive businesses and 
development; the city should limit urban 
sprawl and developments of inappropriate 
size 

• the urban growth area should not allow for 
piecemeal development; the city should 
assess how proposed annexations fit into an 
overall plan for Pullman’s future, including an 
evaluation of economic and social costs for 
the community over time 

• it is imperative that the community develop 
affordable housing in areas accessible by 
various transportation modes 

• promote commercial developments that pay 
a living wage for our citizens 

• the urban growth area should contain a 
strong commitment to economic and 
environmental stability 

• address light, runoff, and storm water 
pollution impacts with all new development; 
consider the strain that new development 
places on water and sewer services, school 
district functions, emergency service, and 
transportation systems; address issues 
regarding expanded use of the region’s 
aquifer 

• arrange for a study by an independent 
source on the need for growth in this 
community 

• provide good accessibility and parking in 
downtown area 

• Pullman offers cookie-cutter piecemeal 
development that is unattractive; the city’s 
comprehensive plan is good, but it has not 
been implemented 

• urban development practices cause more 
environmental damage than current farming 
practices 

• city should encourage low impa c t 
development projects 

• a good portion of real estate buyers ask for 
large (1+ acre) lots; if the city offers larger 
lots, it will attract more residents since that ’s 
what people want; need to provide for 1- to 
5-acre lots at the edge of the city to act as a 
buffer between intense urban development 
and rural farmland 

• the best neighborhoods in Pullman are those 
with larger lots, like the Meadows subdivisions 

• need wider streets—when parking is allowed 
on both sides of certain streets, the road 
becomes very narrow for passage by 
vehicles 

• landowners can only develop in an 
incremental fashion since their land holdings 
are limited  

• the Pullman-Moscow corridor is going to 
develop, either under city or county control 

• much land within the city limits in the 
Pullman-Moscow corridor has gone 
undeveloped due to a lack of urban 
services, and there is much more land that 
could be developed in this area if the 
a p pro pria te services are provide d ; 
development in the area would pay for the 
services 

 
As the Planning Commission continues its work on 
reviewing the city’s urban growth area, there will 
be additional opportunities provided for public 
input.  Future editions of this newsletter will furnish 
updates on the Commission’s activities in this 
regard.  
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SEEK ALTERNATE ROUTES 
It’s that time of year again when several city 
streets are being reconstructed as part of the 
city’s annual road maintenance program.  The 
following is a list of streets that are on the city’s 
docket for repair this summer, with their tentative 
reconstruction schedule:  

 

• SE Crestview Street (between Grand Avenue 
and Spring Street); currently under way, with 
completion by July 31 

• SW Crestview Street (between Wysup Dodge 
and Wadleigh Drive); currently under way, 
with completion by July 31 

• NW Turner Drive (between Grand Avenue 
and Dal Street); August 13 through 31 

• SW Center Street (between Grand Avenue 
and Cityview Street); late August to late 
September/early October 

• SE Main Street (eastbound approach near 
Bishop Boulevard); August 13 through 24 

 

If you must travel in the vicinity of these repaving 
projects, please be patient and respect all traffic 
control signs and personnel.  Any questions 
about these construction activities should be 
directed to the public works department at (509) 

The repaving of SE Crestview Street should be complete by the end of 
the month. 
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Pending Land Use Applications 
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